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THE PONDICHERRY VILLAGE AND COMMUNE PANCHAYATS
( ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT ) RULES, 1996

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—- (1) These rules may be called The Pondicherry
Village and Commune Panchayats ( Election of Vice-President) Rules, 1996.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.— In these rules, uniess the context otherwise requires,—

(a) 'Act’ means the Pondicherry Viilage and Commune Panchayats Act, 1973

(b) 'Section' means a section of the Act.

(¢c) 'Returning Officer’ means the person appointed by the Election Commission and includes

any Assistant Returning Officer appointed by such Election Commission, who is competent to perform
by virtue of authorization all or any of the functions of the Returning Officer.

3. Election of Vice-President of village panchayat .- (1) The election of vice-president shall
be held in the office of the village panchayat or where there is no such office, in a conspicuous place in

the village by and from among dlrectly elected members of the wilage panchayat at a meetmg specially
convened for the purpose . | |

(2) The meeting of the election of the vi?eer-p_resi.dentgﬂ_--of vtllage panchayat shall be convened as
soon as possible, after the occurrence of the vacancy, by the Returning officer.

(3) The meetmg for the electlon of wce president shall be preSIded over by the Returnmg officer.

(4) Every candldate for electlon as V|ce-pre51dent must be nominated in writing and the nomination
paper must be signed by one of the members of the village panchayat as proposer. The proposer shall,
while proposing the name of any candidate, deliver to the Returning Officer a declaration in writing
expressing the candidate's willingness to be elected as vice-president signed by the candidate and by
the proposer. o - o : | . | |

a M

(5) The'narhes ef all__.th:e'__c:'a"_nd'idates who _tjeve been b__roposed' shall Ee read'out by the Returning
officer to the members present at the meeting.

(8) If there is only one candidate duly nominated to the office of vice-president of the village

panchayat, there shall be no ballot and the candidate shall be declared to have been duly elected as
vice-president.

(7) If the number of candidates is more than one, the votes of the members present at the meeting
shall be taken by ballot in the manner laid down in these rules.

4. Recording of votes by the Returning officer .— (1) The Returning officer shall provide in
the place where the meeting is held a voting compartment in which the members can record their votes
screened from observation. The Returning officer shall also place a ballot’box for the receipt of ballot
papers in his view and in the view of the members. The ballot box shall be so constructed that the ballot

papers can be introduced therein but cannot be withdrawn therefrom without the box being unlocked or
opened.

(2) The Returning officer shall, immediately before the votes are taken, show the ballot box empty
to such members as may be present, so that they may see that it is empty and shall then lock it up and
place seal upon it in such a manner as to prevent it from being opened without breaking such seal.
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(3) Every member wishing to vote shail be supplied with a baliot paper on which the names of all
the candidates shall be legibly written in the following form in Tamil and in English, namely:~—

BALLOT PAPER

e Viillage Panchayat

Names of candidates duly nominated for election as vice-president of village panchayat
1.

2.
3.

Returning officer

The baliot paper shall be signed by the Returning officer before being handed over to the
member.

5. Voting by the member.— (1) The member shall, on receiving the ballot paper proceed
to the voting compartment for the purpose of recording his vote and put a cross mark on the ballot
paper against the name of the candidate for whom he wishes to vote. He shall, before quitting the
voting compartment, fold up the ballot paper so as to conceal the mark and put the ballot paper so
folded up into the ballot box in the presence of the Returning officer.

(2) The Returning officer shall cause such arrangements to be made as will ensue the secrecy
of the ballot and prevent the members who have already voted from having access to the members

who are yet to vote. The use of different forms of ballot paper shall amount to a violation of the
secrecy of the ballot.

6. Casting of vote by handicapped member.— (1) If, owing to the illiteracy or blindness
or other physical infirmity, a member is unable to read the baliot paper and make a mark thereon
and applies for assistance in doing so, the Returning officer shall record the vote in the ballot paper
in accordance with the wishes of the member and fold it up so as to conceal the vote.

(2) The member shall then himseif or with the assistance of the Returning officer insert the
ballot paper into the ballot box.

(3) While acting under this rule the Returning officer shall observe as much secrecy as is
feasible and shall keep a brief record of each such instance, but shall not indicate therein the manner
in which any vote has been given.

7 Opening of ballot box.— After the voting by the member is over, the Returning officer
shail open the ballot box in the presence of the members present, take out the ballot papers therefrom
and record the number of votes obtained by each candidate in a statement.

8. Invalidating of the ballot paper.— A ballot paper shall be invalid on which—

(a) there is no cross mark; or

(b) a cross mark is set opposite the name of more than one candidate or is so placed as
to render it doubtful to which candidate it is intended to apply; or
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(c) a cross mark and some other mark are set opposite the name of the same candidate,
or

(d) any mark is made by which the member may afterwards be identified.

9. Declaration of winning candidates.— The candidate who obtains the largest number
of votes shall be declared to have been elected. In the event of there being an equality of votes
between any two or more candidates and the addition of one vote to any one of such candidates
will entitle him to be declared duly elected the Returning officer shall draw [ots in the presence of
the members and the candidate whose name is first drawn shall be deemed to have secured the
additional vote and shall be declared to have been duly elected.

10. Preparation of record of proceedings by Returning officer.— (1) Immediately after
the meeting, the Returning officer shall,—

(a) prepare a record of the proceedings of the meeting and sign it, attesting with his initials
every correction made therein and also permit any member present at the meeting to affix his signature
to such record, if he expresses his desire to do so,

(b) send a report of the result of the election to the Eiection Commission and to such other
officer or authority as may be specified by the Election Commission by general or special order;
and

(2) The Returning officer shall publish the notification in such manner as may be specified
by the Election Commission by general or special order.

11. Preservation of ballot papers for a specified period.— (1) The Returning officer
shall then make up the baliot papers into a separate packet, seal up the packet and note thereon
a description of its contents, the election to which it relates and the date thereof.

(2) These packets shall not be opened and their contents shall not be inspected or produced
except under the orders of a competent court.

(3) The Returning officer shall keep in safe custody or cause to be deposited in the custody
of the officer as may be specified by the Election Commission the packets of unused ballot papers,
the packets of used ballot papers, whether valid, tendered or rejected and all other papers relating

to the election for one year:

Provided that the Returning officer shall not destroy during the pendency of court proceedings,
if any, in respect of such election proceedings, any papers relating to the election.

12. Repeal.— The Pondicherry Village Panchayat ( Election of Vice-president ) Rules,
1977 are hereby repeailed:

Provided that such repeal shall not affect anything duly done or suffered thereunder.
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